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Task of the Church / Benevolence towards the Needy Amongst God’s People
   

      
           
Purpose: To instruct the hearers concerning the church’s task of benevolence towards the needy amongst God’s people. 

1. Introduction

2. Having considered the church’s task to nurture God’s people, we now turn to consider the church’s task of benevolence towards the needy amongst God’s people. And this task of the church will require only one lecture.
3. In dealing with this subject, we shall do so under two headings: 1) The Biblical Basis of this Task 2) Specific Guidelines concerning this Task.
A. I.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF THIS TASK
B. 1Jn 3:16-19 (READ).  When a person has the ability to help a brother in need (he has the world’s goods), but refuses to help that brother, then that is proof beyond doubt that the love of God is not operative in his heart. "If such a minimal response to the law of charity, called for by such an everyday situation, is absent, then it is idle to pretend that we are within the family of God, the realm in which love is operative as the principle and the token of eternal life”. “Love requires more than idle talk...It demands simple acts, which anyone can see, that meet the needs of brothers and sisters in distress. Any expression of love that fails here is not only empty but blasphemous [or a mockery –JFM]”. 
C. James 1:27 (READ). Here James mentions two characteristics of pure and undefiled religion – compassion for the needy and separation from the world. This shows how vital an aspect benevolence is to true Christianity.

D. Mat 25:31-46 (READ). Note here that the basis of acceptance into the kingdom is established by deeds of mercy and compassion towards the needy amongst God’s people. And this is not because deeds of mercy and compassion can merit entrance into the kingdom, but because these deeds are proofs that a person is really Christ’s own.
E. Rom 12:13a (READ). 
F. 1Tim 5:16 (READ). Now here, Paul speaks not just of individual acts of benevolence among the members of the church but benevolence as a corporate task of the church. So it is beyond question that benevolence is one of the tasks of the church. It is something that individual members should do and which the church corporately should engage in.
Trans:
Having considered the biblical basis of this task, let us consider secondly...
II.
SPECIFIC GUIDELINES IN CONCERNING THIS TASK

A.
Who? Who should be given benevolence?
a. 1.
Not those who are unwilling to work – 2Thes 3:8 (READ)

b. Note not “is not able” but “is not willing”. If a person wants to work but cannot find one or is not able to because of some disability, then he should be the object of the church’s benevolence. But if he is able but not willing to work, then he should not be the object of benevolence. 

c. But that’s cruel? No. Pro 16:26 (READ) – the need for food will motivate even the lazy to work.

2.
Not those who have family members who can support – 1Tim 5:16 (READ). The church must be freed from the burden of helping those who have family members who can support so that it would be free to help those who have nobody to turn to.
3.
Christians should have a priority over non-Christians in benevolence – Gal 6:10 (READ). Benevolence should extend beyond the household of faith to include unbelievers. But those who are members of the household of faith should have a priority. Suppose a Christian or a Church is very limited in resources, then Christians must be given priority.
B.
How? How should benevolence be undertaken?
1.
All special benevolence contribution must be voluntary and not compulsory.

a.
It is the duty of Christians to help. But any special form of help to be given must be voluntary and not compulsory.

b.
And this clearly was the case even in the church in Jerusalem. Act 4:36-5:4 (READ). Here the church is responding to a crisis situation. Many of the Jewish Christians lost their jobs and were cast out of their families for following Jesus. And the church responded in love with the members selling their properties in order to a create a benevolence fund for the needy. But clear from words of Peter to Ananias is that no one was under compulsion to sell their property or to give proceeds of property sold to the benevolence fund. It was strictly voluntary.
c.
We find this also in the case of the special benevolence work for the needy saints in Jerusalem that Paul spearheaded. 2Cor 9:7 (READ). 

2.
Although Christians are to practice benevolence as individuals, a well-coordinated benevolence is a necessity.

a.
Acts 6:1-3 (READ) What task? The task of feeding the widows.

b.
And the larger the church becomes, the greater is the need for this well-coordinated effort in benevolence through biblically qualified deacons.

Conclusion – Benevolence towards the needy amongst God’s people is one to the church’s task. No church should neglect this vital task. 

